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the nurse talk to women. The surgeons are partly to blame, because 
they operate on cases that are too far gone. A patient sometimes 
will not go to the surgeon because she knows the Mrs. So-and-So, 
down the street had cancer and five operations and died anyway. The 
result is that she conceals any lump in her breast. 

Surgeons are beginning to realize that it is perfectly useless to 
operate in the last stages. Their attitude always was that they must 
do something for the poor patient. We are coming to a realization of 
the fact that in the last stages of cancer we cannot help it. We can 
only prescribe early surgery. There is a limited field in skin cancer 
for the X-ray and for radium, but the best thing of all is to remove 
the cancer before it has developed. 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHARITIES AND 
CORRECTIONS 

An American conference on practical social adjustment during the 
war might be written as a sub-title for the National Conference of 
Charities and Correction meeting at Pittsburgh June 6-13. The aboli- 
tion of poverty and other preventive considerations were uppermost in 
the minds of those who planned the Pittsburgh meeting a year ago. 
These distant goals will be kept in view in spite of the turn that has 
been given to program plans recently. The management of the Con- 
ference, however, finds that the well nigh revolutionary effect of war 
demands upon community relationships and upon the outlook for prac- 
tical social service cannot be ignored. 

"Charity and social work cannot go on in the usual way during the 
war" is the statement of Edward T. Devine of New York. Professor 
Devine is chairman of a special division of the Conference devoted to 
social problems of the war. With the cooperation of Ernest P. Bick- 
nell, Director of Civilian Relief of the American Red Cross, he has out- 
lined a series of conferences with a view to stabilizing and giving direc- 
tion and force to humanitarian efforts during the war. Several speak- 
ers of note are scheduled in this part of the program, including Herbert 
C. Hoover, William H. Taft, Samuel Gompers, and Miss Helen R. Y. 
Reid. Miss Reid is Director and Convener of the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Canadian Patriotic Fund. 

Except for the manifest need of consultation this large gathering 
would not be called together at this time. Frederic Almy will preside 
at the Pittsburgh Conference. He has announced as the subject of 
his presidential address "The Conquest of Poverty." Plans are under 
way in the Conference for a higher degree of concentration of social 
forces in America in the future. 



